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Muktinath's "Temple of Miraculous Fire" at bottom right corner (in 1979). 
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      High in the mountains of Nepal, there is a place called 
Muktinath, a site that is named for "the Lord of Salvation." 
Many Hindu and Buddhist pilgrims go there to see "The 
Temple of Miraculous Fire."  

 
      Strangely, these seekers don't know who "the Lord of 
Salvation" really is, nor do they understand the secret of 
Miraculous Fire...  

 
      In 1979, I spent two months in Nepal. During November, 
I did the Pokhara-Muktinath Trek with my travel-buddy, a 
Swiss adventurer named Werner Baumgartner. Later, in 
December, we would also do the Everest Trek together.  

 
      For the first trek, we hiked day after dayð all day, every 
dayð through the mountains of Nepal... until we finally 
reached our destination at Muktinath. There we saw the goal 
of this trek... a structure that was called "The Temple of 
Miraculous Fire." It was a rather ordinary old building which 
was situated on a mountaintop.  

 
      In many ways, it was a very inspiring and impressive trip, 
but the "miraculous fire" that we found inside that temple at 
Muktinath was just a little bit disappointing. When the altar 
curtain was pulled back by a Buddhist monk, we were given 
a chance to see the big attractionð the miniature wonder 
that is contained inside this Nepalese temple.  

 
      We saw then what this "Temple of Miraculous Fire" was 
all about. There was a tiny stream of water coming up 
through the ground, and it made a miniature waterfall behind 
that curtain. But there was more to it than that. An endless 
supply of natural gas was also gushing out of the ground, 
and it was kept lighted by the monks... so there was a flame 
of fire floating over the waterfall, one that seemed to burn 
eternally.  




